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Shk oder Ai rf ield : 

■ Shkoder airfield has excellent road coimrruni cations both 
ugoslavia (Podgorica) as well as toward the central 
portion of Albania, particularly in the direction of Llesh. A railroad line, 
which is planned to pass by Shkod or airfield, is tinder construction. 

Auxiliary Landing Field No. 2, located to the northeast of Shkoder, is bounded 
on either side by a country road 4 meters in width. Another small country 
road, also 4 meters in width, joins AuxOterg^^Min|^ield No. 3 to the main 
highway from Shkoder to Yugoslavia. Soviets planned 

to construct concrete runways in both of these auxiliary landing fields, as 
these areas are subject to flooding from the Kiri River. 

With regard to Auxiliary Landing Field No. 4, 
dimensions are actually 1,000 meters in lengtl 
thereby creating a long but very narrow landing field. 

Bera t t Airfield : 

With regard to the p rincipal Berat airfield an d the three auxiliary landing 
fields of that area, had excellent connections with 

good highways, constructed by the Italians. These highways, connecting the 
regions of Kucove-Ban je-Berat , eventually lead both to the south and to the 
north of Albania and are presently reported to be in excellent condition. 

These same airfields also have good connections with good country roads, which 
had been repaired during 1947-43 , and are connected with Vlone, Burres , Elbasan 
by asphalt roads. Work is also being done to provide a means of connection 
with the Durres-Elbesan railroad, in order to facilitate even greater communication 
with the Albanian coast and the internal regions of Albania. 

With regard to Landin^F^^yjo^^Ca^ner sketch of Berat Airfield, attached 
to reference report) , it was presently being used by the 

Air Force School (sic) and, during the summer season, to base units of the Air 
Force. The rummy of the principal airport of Berat (indicated as airfield No. 2 
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in the sketch attached to reference report), will be laid in concrete 
during the spring of 1950? other installations and buildings to handle 
day and night flights reportedly will also bo constructed, 

7. There is presently located on the airfield a squadron of the Albanian Bomber 
Air Force 5 the aircraft of this unit consist of Soviet bombers of the 
"TIJuskin" type. The headqua rters of a Soviet tra nsport squadron is also 
located on this airfield, and the field is often covered 

with Soviet transport planes unloading and loading (unspecified) materials, 

3 . the runways of the r emaiming two auxiliary landing fields 

(listed as No. 3 and 4 respectively in the sketch attached to reference r eport) , 
will be levelled and built in concrete during 1950. 

9. With regard to the Soviet activities referred to above, 
the Soviets appoar to have the intention of creating a 
the Herat region; when the runways will all be laid in concrete, the principal 
airport and the three auxiliary landing fields would be able to handle the 
deployment of some 500 aircraft. 




Sarande, Air fi e ld, $ 

10, Sarande airport is connected with Gjinokaster by a good mountain road; in the 
south there is a small asphalted road which leads to the Greek frontier. In 
addition, it has good connections with Butrint Lake which, in turn, is joined 
to the Gulf of Butrint by a "free” (sic~"libero") canal which permits the 
entrance into the lake of small vessels. 


11. It was also reported that, in addition to the general modernisation of the 
airfield which was to be effected by the Soviets during the course of 1950, 
as stated in reference report, a workshop for the repair of aircraft was also 
to be constructed. The Soviets reportedly plan to use this airfield as a 
station for their strategic air force, and it was planned that the runways of 
the field would be able to handle aircraft coming in from different directions. 

12. It is learned that during 1949 the Soviets decided to rebuild the airport 
completely, so that it would be one of the largest on the Adriatic coast. 

They intend to create a great a.ir base at Vlone for their aviation needs, and 
especially for their air transport service, which regularly delivers all 
necessary equipment for fortifications in Albania and for the Soviet units 
stationed in the area of the Gulf of Vlone and on the Island of Saseno. This 
materiel comes from the US^R and the satellites. 

13. Vlone airport has a very good runway, which will bo laid in concrete. There 
is information that the work has already started, but it is not known whether 
it has been completed. The airport is provided with all installations and 
equipment for day and night flights. 

14. A squadron of Soviet pursuit planes is now stationed at Vlone airport as well 
as another squadron which forms part of a Soviet transport regiment stationed 
in Bulgaria. The latter squadron consists of 16 transport airplanes which 
are constantly transporting equipment from and to Albania . 

Sea-plane Paso at Vlone; 

15* The sea-plane landing area is located in a small gulf near the port of Vlone, 

This landing area is now being enlarged and modernised . The work is being dome 
at the expense of the Soviets . In fact, the landing area is occupied by Soviet 
seaplanes, which handle the transportation of equipment destined for the Soviet 
troops . 
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19. 
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21 . 


22 . 


23. 



25. 


26 . 


1/lie '.^OVictif' h&V6 tliG intpilti nn a f* 

Quires Airfield ; 

A permanent airport for Albanian military aviation is said to be locate-’ in 

StodStol Umes by the Ger^nsdS^the 

it^r, tat taptaiiwo,. “ a 

The above-mentioned airport has tiro hangars which^^^^^^^^^^^H 
constructed by the Italians before the war. ere 

At the present time some Soviet military aviation units are sta+ienea 
provided with four pursuit planes, type "JAN-12" This airrvYr+ i a *• ’ 

fHSEsinSSS •xz&s srsisrsi^ 

Pe shkop Airfield 8 

This is a permanent airport, used by the Albanian Air Force It is m ,n» 

b ° ra ” r ’ M ft- 

Stah'SnlS: iTL^SS^ 200 ■*" ^ ■»> 600 »tota uido, 

ISSvt" ¥ rr £ ^^aT^airSJt! 11 ^ s hi ion 

location, is of great strategic importance. b 0 

U Satined "at a . squa f° n ° f «-bani an pursuit planes of the Soviet type 

is stationed at this airport. The commander of the squadron is » wt«+ 
captain who speaks fluent Albanian. squadron i„ a ooviet 

Starove Airfield : 


24. Thi 


is an auxiliary airport located near the point where th» A lb-ini an 

g||M^UMiV- nr \ nee t ’ aid “ ls beir ’f «sod for training flights. 
■HMMHMHIM ln ™ e even '* J °£ a Conflict between Yugoslavia and 
™*™ m H* 1 Union ’ thls air P° rt c °^ ^ed to great advantage 
" goo< : ru ™ay which can be approached from all directions ^The 

runway is 1,350 meters long and 900 meters wide. * 

'12JZ’ t !? iS & ^ rp ° r ^ h0S no s P° cial installations; however, if the necessity 
shoiad arise, installations could be put up in a verv short tL* ?w!' .2 

personnel^At th"^ buil ^ i ”f s which loofe lik ® barracks and which house the ’ 
p. sonnel. At the present tine, a half-complement Albanian pursuit squadron 
^niPPa^^^erman Messers chmitts, is stationed at this airport. q ’ 

airport wken ^ItuaSo/iSire^it! transfonaed iato a lar ^ e a «<3 modern 
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Kakes Airfield s 

27* Tills small auxiliary airport, which could be put to very good use, is located 
north of the town of Lukes. It is to be transformed into a small air base 
for Albanian aviation needs. In August 1949, four Albanian pursuit squadrons 
had been located at this airport. This does not mean that those squadrons 
were assigned there, but they were probably using the field as a base for 
maneuvers. During the current year, the Soviets intended to convert the 
airfield in Nukes into a large airport for the exclusive use of pursuit planes, 
because of its location in the vicinity of the Adriatic Sea. 

28. The above-mentioned airport has a good runway, which is 1,300 meters long and 
1,200 meters wide. It was further reported, but not confirmed, that there is 
a cement road at this airport constructed by the Germans during the time of 
their occupation. 

Himare Airport s 

29. . The airport at Himare is another in the group of auxiliary airports. It has 
a fairly good runway, which aonar .ntly was levelled and somewhat. improved by 
Soviet experts in 1949c 


30. The above-mentioned auxiliary airport is located some 45 kilometers (by air) 

from Vlone, and is therefore of strategic importance. In case of emergency it 
could become VOT^heLg^^t^Sovi^t aviation, whether for bombing or pursuit 
operations. there are four wood and metal hangars, 

constructed by the Soviets, in addition to a small radio station,, 

31. At the present time, there are no aircraft of any kind stationed at this field; 
however, the Soviets are using it for their own air units, in flying planes 
from Bulgaria to Albania. 

in Soviet pursuit 

squadron, with new jet-propelled planes, staye^a^hi^field^Thi^quadron 
came from Bulgaria for propaganda purposes. MHHHHHHHBHHHHHHHHHHHHH 
this squadron visited all the airfields of Albania, but that it was especially 
noted in the vicinity of Tirana and Vlone. 

Kav r je Airfield s 

33. This is an auxiliary airport which wan levelled and adapted by the Soviets and 
Albanians in 1948. It is located on the road from Kavaje to Durres, at a 
short distance from the sea, so that it could be used to great advantage by 
pursuit planes for the possible defense of the Soviet naval base at Purres. 

Since the Soviets are working on the fortifications of Pur res and the construction 
of certain important strategic objectives, this airport will also become 
increasingly more important. As a result, the Soviets are planning to modernize 
it in such a way that it can be used exclusively for military purposes. 

Kruio Airfield : 


34. The airport of Kruje is located halfway between Llesh a nd Tirana, north of the 

capital of Albania. It is a rather good field and ccmldHHHHH|i|HHflliH 
be fitted out as a permanent airport. This is still unde!^consHeraTSn^^^^^ 
however, since it seems that the Soviets do not want to make any radical changes, 
as the terrain is not really of the best quality, and the Albanians insist on 
improvements and equipment. 


35. An Albanian training squadron is based at this airport. It is reported that 
this ^ squadron w?s recently transferred elsewhere, because there is no special 
housing for the personnel. In f act, there are only two sma.ll houses located 
in the vicinity of the airport. 
the Soviets have apparently so 

field repair shop for the planes jq^«SSSoMles used at the airport. 
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36. The Kruje airport is equipped with installations for day flights, a radio 
station and an old Gorman radio goniometer. 


Ribra Airfield (on Albanian territory ) s 


37. 


38. 


The airport of libra is another auxiliary airfield, located approximately 
6 kilometers west of the city of Rebar 'Yugoslavia ) , at the confluence of 
the Black Brin and the Zali rivers, and 5&0 meters above sea level. 


piis auxiliary airport was put into operation in 1949. 
it was operated to very good advantage by the Germans! 
the ooviets constructed three hangars and one small 
repairs here. 


39. At the present time, a squadron of Soviet pursuit planes is stationed here 
and is engaged in escorting transport planes on transit flights over non- 
satellite feic) countries. The field Is 1,300 meters long and 1,000 meters wide. 

40 • this airport can make a very good airfield, since its 

terrain is of good quality, which will make it possible to construct various 
cement runways for landing and taking off in any desired direction. 


Not 1,000 meters by 2,000 meters as given in reference 
report.. Wen so, the width given here and the widths of other runways, given 
elsewhere in this report,, seem highly exaggerated. It is possible that the 
term "runway" is used loosely here, and that the dimensions given actually 
apply to the size of the entire field. 
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